
 

 
 

 

 

FAQs on Islam 

Shari’ah 

1. What is Shari’ah? It is the accumulated body of written and oral legal verdicts, both 
binding and non-binding, of the various schools of Islamic jurisprudence. Shari’ah 
includes ritual law, commercial law, inheritance and family law (marriage, divorce, 
custody etc), political framework such as decision making, statecraft such as warfare, 
treaty, international relations and a tightly regulated penal code. In comparison to other 
systems of law, the Shari’ah includes both “religious law” (ritual) as well as “civil law” 
(everything else). The Shari’ah is not what its detractors reduce it to: namely the penal 
code. In fact, the penal code portion of Shari’ah is a small fraction of the whole. 

 

Shari’ah is developed from 2 source texts: the Qur’an, God’s direct revelation to Prophet 
Muhammad (PBUH) and the Sunnah, God’s inspired and indirect revelation to Prophet 
Muhammad (PBUH) that includes everything that he said (qaw’li), did (fae’li) or approved 
(taqriri). Shari’ah is developed by scholars to address issues via a number of legal tools 
and methodologies that comprise the principles of law (u’sul al-fiqh). The end product is 
called law (fiqh). Shari’ah rulings may come directly from explicit verses and rulings in the 
Qur’an or Sunnah but primarily are derived from legal reasoning on a given question 
using the source texts and a complex framework of legal tools such as analogy (qiyas), 
public interest (maslaha mursala), juristic preference (istihsan), presumption of continuity 
(istishab), customary practice (‘urf) and many others. 

 
The verdict (fatwa) of a Shari’ah scholar becomes binding only when a legitimate, 
recognized state political authority with defined jurisdictions adopts that verdict for 
implementation at the state level. The verdicts are available to be followed by individuals 
and communities without any binding requirement. Individuals and communities 
following the verdicts of a certain school of jurisprudence may take it upon themselves 
and their adherents to make it self-binding. In Muslim societies, political entities 
sometimes authorized multiple Shari’ah courts to cater to Muslims following the various 
schools of law. 
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The Shari’ah is historical, extensive and has a wide spectrum of conservative and liberal 
perspectives. The Shari’ah has evolved and continues to evolve. A question answered in 
the past may be re-visited to see if the answer is still relevant. The Shari’ah has an over-
arching set of objectives (maqasid) as developed by the scholars. They are Preservation 
of Religion, Preservation of Life, Preservation of Reason, Preservation of Progeny and 
Preservation of Wealth 
 
Shari’ah is seen by modern Muslim scholars who understand both Shari’ah Law and 
Western frames of Law as the equivalent of the Rule of Law in modern societies. Shari’ah 
practice today is relegated to a small fraction of its original scope and practice in Muslim 
majority countries due to a decline of the institutions that supported both the practice of 
Shari’ah law (courts) and the education of Shari’ah qualified scholars (judges, lawyers). 
This was primarily due to the dismantling of these institutions by European colonial 
powers (Egypt, Iraq, Syria) and continued by secular regimes that were placed in the 
vacuum of the departing colonial powers. To learn more about this process, please read 
The Fall and Rise of the Islamic State. 

 

ISIS 

2. Who is ISIS? Are they representing Islam? ISIS stands for Islamic State of Iraq and Syria. 
This group emerged as an entity in Iraq after the withdrawal of the majority of US forces 
from Iraq. In the aftermath of the illegal invasion of the US into Iraq under the false 
pretext of the possession of weapons of mass destruction by Saddam Hussein, Iraqi 
security apparatus (police and armed forces loyal to Saddam Hussein) was dismantled 
and US advisors supported the emergence of Shi’a power in the political structure of Iraq. 
The out-of-power and out-of-job Sunni supporters of Saddam Hussein went into hiding or 
withdrew from politics to bide their time. Al-Qaida allied groups began to infiltrate Iraqi 
territory and fight the newly minted Shi’a dominated police and armed forces and Iraq 
rapidly descended into chaos with civil strife led by a number of Shi’a militias killing 
Sunnis and counter-action by emerging Sunni fighting factions. Most of these Sunni 
factions were advised and managed by the ex-military staff of the former regime that had 
been fired by the US Provisional Authority under Paul Bremer.  

 

ISIS practice brutal techniques of subjugation in the name of Islam. The vast majority of 
ISIS victims continue to be Muslims, Sunnis and Shi’as alike. Victims also include the 
Yazidis who have lived in Iraq for a millennia in safety among Muslims.  

 
ISIS leadership claim to understand Islam in a frame of global confrontation between 
believers and disbelievers. This narrative is justified by cherry picking selective verses of 
the Qur’an and ignoring others that provide a more holistic understanding. ISIS 
proponents bring forth the writings of medieval Muslim scholars (specifically ibn 
Taymiyyah) in support of their positions. Countless modern Muslim scholars of all schools 

http://smile.amazon.com/Fall-Rise-Islamic-State/dp/0691156247/ref=la_B001IGSRS2_1_4?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1450961437&sr=1-4
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have roundly rejected these narratives as false based on an inaccurate reading of 
medieval Muslim scholars and have countered with numerous scholarly expositions via 
conferences and seminars on the subject. 
 
ISIS has also become a local political authority in the territories it controls with available 
oil resources in the northern regions of Iraq and eastern regions of Syria. They sell oil on 
the black market through various illegal channels including selling to Israeli pre-
processing oil firms that further sell into Italy and the rest of Europe. Additionally, 
contrary to popular opinion, ISIS is not fighting Bashar Al-Assad’s regime; it is selling oil 
via the black market to the Syrian regime.  
 
The US position on ISIS continues to be murky. While the US continues to back the Shi’a 
dominated regime in Iraq and assists it in fighting ISIS in Iraq, it has hedged its bets with 
ISIS in Syria as a counter to the brutality of the Assad regime. US has supplied arms to ISIS 
through back-channels and intermediaries. Current US plans include re-entering Iraq with 
a major ground force (Republican Party) and to continuing the airpower strikes (current 
Obama administration policy). Watch this video on the various players on the ISIS crisis. 
In addition to US interests, Iran and Russia are heavily involved in backing Assad. Syria 
and Iraq has become now a great powers dispute between US and Russia, Iran and 
Turkey, and various Middle East monarchies such as Saudi Arabia, UAE and Qatar. 
 
Seeing ISIS as an essential religious group or organization is a mistake. ISIS is a political 
organization and uses religious rhetoric from the Muslim tradition to bolster its policies 
and its recruitment ability. To learn more about this process, please read various papers 
published by Shadi Hamid 
 
 

3. How come we say they (ISIS) don't represent Islam when there are ayat Eljihad in Quran? 
The use of selective Qur’anic verses and ahistorical, non-authoritative readings and 
understanding of those verses on fighting is the reason Muslim scholars and public say 
that ISIS does not represent a proper understanding of Islam. However this message is 
difficult to hear in the face of a media frenzy to blame Islam for the actions of ISIS while 
in reality ISIS is the result of the destabilization that the US invasion created in Iraq that 
has now spread outside. ISIS claims of Islamic legitimacy is rejected by Muslim scholars 
but the media does not cover in their reporting so the overwhelming narrative of ISIS is 
the only one that prevails. 

 

4. How to answer when someone says all Muslims are terrorists? Should be expelled out of 
US? All Muslims are terrorists in the minds of the public because of their lack of 
familiarity with Islam and Muslims. In addition, the media conflates the action of some 
Muslims with the religion of 1.6B Muslims; this is a travesty. To counter the ill effects of 
both violent action that emanates from disaffected individuals or groups from among the 
world Muslim population as well as the demonization of Islam and Muslims by many 

https://www.facebook.com/ezraklein/videos/10153737513773410/
http://www.theatlantic.com/author/shadi-hamid/
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politicians and Islamophobic groups in the US as well as the media, American Muslims 
must be at the fore-front of outreach and education to the American public. The 
community must be highly pro-active in explaining what Islam is, who Muslims are and 
what Americans in all walks of life can expect from American Muslims.  
 
Only long term relationships with local communities and institutions will turn the tide of 
ill will and fear of the American Muslim community. Improved knowledge of Islam and 
contact with Muslims can help ease tensions. According to a 2006 Gallup poll, most 
Americans do not know any Muslims personally and that almost one in four Americans 
say they would not want a Muslim as a neighbor, and one in three would be nervous if a 
Muslim man was boarding their flight. Personally knowing a Muslim, however, 
significantly correlates with a more favorable perception. 
 
A community must engage in a 3 pronged approach: 

1. Engage in interfaith dialogue with local faith communities and advocacy groups 
already fighting for the rights of American Muslims 

2. Engage in building relationships with local law enforcement and media 
3. Engage in providing charitable services in partnership with other faith 

communities 

CAIR-PA can provide assistance in all of the above initiatives through a number of 
projects that can be executed with your full engagement. Please contact CAIR-PA to 
volunteer 

 

Jihad 

5. People are curious about jihad, not just a personal struggle. Once they hear this word and 
shari’ah, they think of cutting hands and stoning.  This is a correct observation. Please see 
the answers above regarding Shari’ah. Please see paper Jihad and the Islamic Law of War. 
Please see section quoted from the paper below: 

 

Jihad, both linguistically and as a technical term, means “struggle”, and is etymologically 
related to the words mujahadah, which also means struggle or contention, and ijtihad, 
which is the effort exerted by jurists to arrive at correct judgments in Islamic law. 
 
Although very often the Arabic word jihad is glossed over as “holy war”, if we were to 
translate “holy war” back into Arabic we would have “al-harb al-muqaddas”, a term 
which does not exist in any form in the Islamic tradition.  
 
The term “holy war” is thus inaccurate and unhelpful, implying that for Muslims war has a 
kind of supernatural and unreasoned quality removed from the exigencies of the world. 

http://pa.cair.com/
http://www.rissc.jo/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=55:jihad-and-the-islamic-law-of-war&catid=49:islam-series&Itemid=68
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On the contrary, Islamic law treats war as a sometimes necessary evil, whose conduct is 
constrained by concrete goals of justice and fairness in this world. If warfare has any 
worth (and indeed, those martyred while fighting justly in the way of God are promised 
Paradise), it comes from what is fought for, not from the fighting itself. Jurists of Islamic 
law never ask whether war is “holy”. Rather, they determine, based on Islamic teaching, 
if it is right and just. An unjust attack by a group of Muslims acting outside of the law 
might be called war, but it is not jihad in the eyes of traditional Islam. 
 
Thus, not all war is jihad, and not all jihad is war.  
 
The mainstream, traditional Islamic position on Jihad is comprised of three essential 
principles: 

 
x Non-combatants are not legitimate targets. 

 
x The religion of a person or persons in no way constitutes a cause for war against 

them. 
 

x Aggression is prohibited, but the use of force is justified in self-defense, for 
protection of sovereignty, and in defense of all innocent people. 

 

Qur’an 

6. Why is the Quran so violent? Neither God nor the Qur’an is violent. But it may be 
erroneously read as violent if the historically consistent and linguistically proper approach 
is not taken in the study of the Qur’an. Additionally, some people are violent and they 
may interpret the Qur’an in a violent way when the Qur’an itself is not advocating 
violence. In the cases where the Qur’an is advocating a just physical response (war) to 
aggression, there is the possibility of misinterpreting the intent of the physical response 
as permanent and continued violence.  
 
Consider the first set of verses from Surah Hajj 22:39-41 revealed to permit fighting as a 
response to aggression 

22:39 Those who have been attacked are permitted to take up arms because they have 
been wronged– God has the power to help them–  

 
22:40 those who have been driven unjustly from their homes only for saying, ‘Our Lord is 
God.’ If God did not repel some people by means of others, many monasteries, churches, 
synagogues, and mosques, where God’s name is much invoked, would have been 
destroyed. God is sure to help those who help His cause– God is strong and mighty– 
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22:41 those who, when We establish them in the land, keep up the prayer, pay the 
prescribed alms, command what is right, and forbid what is wrong: God controls the 
outcome of all events. 
 
These verses discuss and justify the permission for combat because of the injustices the 
Muslims faced and because they were expelled from their homes and forced to emigrate. 
The verses then explain that this permission is in line with the practice of people clashing 
which maintains an equilibrium and averts oppression. It also allows the adherents of 
different faiths to perform their religious rituals and preserve the doctrine of 
monotheism. Finally, these verses show that it is God’s Sunnah to help those who help 
Him, the pious who do not use war as an instrument for destruction and corruption, for 
subjugating the weak and satisfying their own desires and ambitions. 
 
Consider the next set of verses from Surah Al-Baqarah 2:191-193 
 
2:190 Fight in God’s cause against those who fight you, but do not overstep the limits. 
God does not love those who overstep the limits.  
 
2:191 Kill them wherever you encounter them, and drive them out from where they 
drove you out, for persecution is more serious than killing. Do not fight them at the 
Sacred Mosque unless they fight you there. If they do fight you, kill them– this is what 
such disbelievers deserve–  
 
2:192 but if they stop, then God is most forgiving and merciful.  
 
2:193 Fight them until there is no more persecution, and worship is devoted to God. If 
they cease hostilities, there can be no [further] hostility, except towards aggressors. 
 
Some points to keep in mind:  
 
Who are the disbelievers mentioned here? They are those who actively sought to kill the 
Prophet and his followers and not those who merely rejected the Prophet or did not 
accept his message. 
 

 Aggression is not allowed but a just response to aggression is permitted. 

  

  

7. Why is it so hard to interpret The Qur’an and why is the text followed so closely? The 
Qur’an is very hard to interpret for the untrained person. However it is not hard to 
interpret for those who are trained and qualified. The text is studied very carefully like 
any similar text to understand the commands of God and the intent of God.  
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Islamic legal thought divides the rulings of the revealed law into 2 categories according to 
their connection with reason: 
 

Tawqifi (No Rationale; Fixed and Unchangeable): You can understand the purpose 
of the ruling but cannot find a rationale for the form of the ruling. The ruling 
CANNOT change 

Mu’allal (Discernable Rationale): You can understand the purpose of the ruling 
and can find a rationale for the form of the ruling. The ruling CAN change based 
on certain conditions 

Rulings around most acts of ritual & worship (Ibadaat) are tawqifi ruling. The 9th month 
being Ramadan is tawqifi as one cannot successfully find a reason for the choice of the 
9th month and not the 8th or the 10th month. Which prayers are said silently and which 
are said loudly is also tawqifi; no rationale or reason can be found so it is considered to 
be fixed and unchangeable. Mu’allal rulings are rationale-based; they have a rationale or 
a reason that one can find and serve a tangible purpose (maqsad). An ‘illah (plural: ‘ilal) is 
the rationale or reason behind a ruling.  

Prayer: For the prayers that are said aloud, the rationale or reason that can be found is 
that the prayers must be heard. Since the rationale is for the prayers to be heard, then it 
makes sense to amplify the sound so that people can hear clearly. 

Water is required for ritual ablution (wudu), but if it is not present, tayammum may be 
performed. Therefore the requirement of water can change when circumstances change. 

Laws related to marriage, commerce, and the penal code are rationale-based or mu’allal.  

Tawqifi rulings constitute an essential but small part of Islamic Law. Mu’allal or rationale-
based rulings constitute the majority of Islamic Law. Mu’allal rulings are flexible giving 
them more relevance due to time and space changes. Scholars developed a juristic 
maxim: “To have rationale and reason is the basic premise of law”. No proof is required to 
claim that an Islamic ruling has a rationale. A scholar making the claim that a ruling is 
tawqifi has the burden of proof. 

8. What would people even be able to allow the Quran to be reflected so poorly? Muslims 
should live the Qur’an properly by understanding it properly. This requires constant and 
devoted study. 
 

9. Why does it talk about Jews so much? The Qur’an uses the community of the Children of 
Israel (also referred to as Jews or Yahud) as a reminder of a past community that did 
good and in many cases violated God’s commands. This is primarily to remind the readers 
of the Qur’an not to make the same mistakes. Sometimes Muslims take these verses and 
consider all Jews to be permanently evil. This is an incorrect understanding of the verses 
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of reminder and can lead to an improper attitude toward Jews in our world today. Only a 
proper and balanced study of Islam with scholars can alleviate this problem.  

 

Allah 

10. Why is Allah such a violent God? Allah is not violent. See other related answers above. 
 

Women, Hijab 

11. What is the point of hijab? Hijab, or more accurately, khimar, as referred to in the Qur’an, 
is a command in the Qur’an to women. The verse reads as follows: 

 

24:30 [Prophet], tell believing men to lower their glances and guard their private parts: 
that is purer for them. God is well aware of everything they do.  
 
24:31 And tell believing women that they should lower their glances, guard their private 
parts, and not display their charms beyond what [it is acceptable] to reveal; they should 
let their headscarves fall to cover their necklines and not reveal their charms except to 
their husbands, their fathers, their husbands’ fathers, their sons, their husbands’ sons, 
their brothers, their brothers’ sons, their sisters’ sons, their womenfolk, their slaves, such 
men as attend them who have no sexual desire, or children who are not yet aware of 
women’s nakedness; they should not stamp their feet so as to draw attention to any 
hidden charms. Believers, all of you, turn to God so that you may prosper. 
 
The use of the khimar is to cover necklines and bosom (included in the meaning of the 
Arabic word juyub). The purpose is to achieve modesty and purity in relationships with 
others. 
 
The majority of the scholars consider the command to include the covering of the hair as 
the khimar is an article of clothing that was used to cover the hair by Arabs at the time of 
the Prophet. Only a few scholars in modern times have argued that the goal is to cover 
the neckline and chest and does not automatically include the hair. 
 
 

12. Is it mandatory to wear hijab and can you take it off if it’s risking your life? Are you 
denouncing your religion if you take it off? According to the majority of scholars, it is 
mandatory to wear the khimar/hijab. Some modern scholars have opined that if the 
woman feels her life is in danger as a result of wearing the khimar, she should take it off 
until she feels secure enough to wear it again. 
 

13. Women’s issues – I just saw a comment to Mohamed Ali’s statement that read ‘yah right 
peaceful religion with a pedo prophet who had a 9 year old wife’. How do you explain that 
women are not oppressed/discuss the prophet’s wives?  
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The Qur’an allows a man to marry up to 4 wives and the Prophet, under special 
dispensation and on the orders of Allah, married additional wives. This is an established 
point of law and history. To understand the permission of marriage up to 4, one must 
understand the rationale behind this permission.  
 
4:2 Give orphans their property, do not replace [their] good things with bad, and do not 
consume their property with your own–a great sin. 4:3 If you fear that you will not deal 
fairly with orphan girls, you may marry whichever [other]d women seem good to you, two, 
three, or four. If you fear that you cannot be equitable [to them], then marry only one, or 
your slave(s): that is more likely to make you avoid bias. 
 
In certain circumstances, as in the aftermath of wars in the past, when women 
outnumber men, this permission would come to solve a societal challenge. When this 
text was revealed, most human societies practiced multiple marriages so it was not 
strange that Allah spoke about this in the Qur’an as well. Society has moved away from 
multiple marriages to single marriages only recently in history and now this permission 
may appear strange.  
 
4:129 You will never be able to treat your wives with equal fairness, however much you 
may desire to do so, but do not ignore one wife altogether, leaving her suspended 
[between marriage and divorce]. If you make amends and remain conscious of God, He is 
most forgiving and merciful 
 
The Qur’an also requires the husband to strictly treat his co-wives equally in all respects 
and says that he may not be able to do so in one aspect (he may like one more that 
another) but that he must not let that preference change how he behaves with each. 
Accordingly some scholars interpret this verse to mean that monogamy is the preferred 
relationship while polygyny may be exceptionally practiced. Additionally since marriage in 
Islam is a civil contract, a woman may choose to restrict the option of her husband from 
marrying more than one wife via a contractual clause.  Sakina Bint al-Hussein, great-
granddaughter of the Prophet (PBUH) used this clause in her marriage contract to sue 
her husband who wanted to marry another woman. She took him to court and won! 
 
With respect to the Prophet’s marriage to Aisha at the age of 6 and consummation at the 
age of 9 (as reported by Aisha herself), much has been written including disputes about 
whether the aforementioned ages are accurate or not. Regardless of that debate, it is 
clear that the Prophet did marry her in Makkah when she was young and consummated 
the marriage 3 years later in Madinah. What may appear to be an extra-ordinary thing 
today was not extra-ordinary at that time and in that culture. Our cultural practices have 
changed and we may not be comfortable with young marriages today. But that does not 
mean that what the Prophet did is to be rejected or seen as wrong or ugly. 
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With respect to the Prophet’s marriages greater than the 4 allowed in the Qur’an, this 
was an exception granted by Allah for the Prophet to establish a number of precedents. 
All of his marriages after his first 25 year monogamous marriage to Khadijah were 
contracted for political or religious purposes. The Prophet married, as was the Arab 
custom, to seal a tribal alliance in several cases. In other cases, he was ordered by Allah 
to marry in order to set a legal and religious precedent as in his marriage to Zaynab bint 
Jahsh. 
 

Dealing with Friends, Co-Workers, Media 

14. What if someone attacked verbally a Muslim by telling him/her that he/she is a terrorist! 
What should be the response? I think on personal basis I should be preemptive! Maintain 
your cool, smile and say, “I am a proud American Muslim who knows that Islam teaches 
peace to all mankind and while some Muslims may act as terrorists, it is a travesty to call 
all Muslims terrorist. A Lutheran Christian Dylan Roof massacred 9 people at Emanuel 
African Methodist Episcopal Church in downtown Charleston, South Carolina, United 
States, on the evening of June 17, 2015. Yet the media did not call him a Christian 
terrorist. When media keeps repeating Muslim terrorist, this is what makes you think and 
say this.” 
 
If you feel the person is going to be physically violent, maintain your cool and walk away. 
 

15. I have a problem dealing with Christian friends who are scared from refugees and the idea 
of bringing ISIS to their back yard if they welcome them. They don’t believe that the back 
check system works especially after the San Bernardino killing and they keep saying as the 
media feeding they heard “but we only see young men crossing the borders.”  

This is a fear based question and below are points from an NPR story on this issue that 
can be shared with people. The article is reprinted below. 

With the news that one of the Paris attackers may have entered Europe posing as a 
refugee from Syria, more than half of American governors are now objecting to Syrian 
refugees being resettled in their states. On Tuesday, White House officials hosted a call 
with 34 governors to better explain current security screening measures. Some members 
of Congress have called on the Obama administration to stop or at least pause the 
resettlement program until refugees can be properly vetted. Here are four things you 
should know about the current vetting process and concerns over security: 

1. Refugees are screened by several different agencies. 
Their first point of a refugee's contact is with the U.N. High Commission for Refugees. The 
UNHCR refers people to countries based on whether they have any family members 
there and where resettlement makes the most sense, say U.S. officials. If that's the U.S., 
then refugees are vetted by the National Counterterrorism Center, the FBI's Terrorist 
Screening Center, and the Departments of State, Defense and Homeland Security. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Emanuel_African_Methodist_Episcopal_Church
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Emanuel_African_Methodist_Episcopal_Church
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charleston,_South_Carolina
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/South_Carolina
http://www.npr.org/2015/11/17/456395388/paris-attacks-ignite-debate-over-u-s-refugee-policy


 

11 | P a g e  
 

Fingerprints are taken, biographical information is collected. They are then each 
individually interviewed by U.S. officials trained to verify that they're bona fide refugees. 

Refugees from Syria are then subject to additional screening that looks at where they 
came from and what caused them to flee their home, stories that are checked out. All of 
this occurs before a refugee is allowed to set foot in the country. 

2. It's a lengthy process. 
As you might imagine, all of the vetting, from interviews to fingerprinting, takes a while. 
On average, officials say it's 18 to 24 months before a refugee is approved for admission 
to the U.S. 

The U.S. has admitted some 1,800 Syrian refugees in the past two years, and President 
Obama wants to allow 10,000 more. The administration says half of those who have been 
admitted are children and about a quarter of them are adults over 60. Officials say 2 
percent are single males of combat age. 

3. Physical resettlement. 
There are nine different nonprofit groups, six of them faith-based, that help refugees 
settle in the U.S. Volunteers with the groups help refugees find homes, furniture, school 
supplies and jobs. 

4. Objections of governors and members of Congress. 
Some officials, including FBI Director James Comey, worry there are what Comey has 
called "gaps" in the vetting process. Experts say U.S. intelligence in Syria isn't very good, 
because the U.S. lacks much of a presence on the ground. So there's no way to compile a 
thorough watch list of possible terrorists from Syria against which refugees can be 
checked. Administration officials are briefing governors and members of Congress about 
the process, but lawmakers may try to pass legislation calling on the administration to 
suspend its refugee resettlement efforts. 

  
16. How do you introduce yourself/recover from the glares if you jump into conversation that 

is confirming Muslims and you identify yourself as one? Develop confidence in your faith 
by arming yourself with knowledge about Islam. Pro-actively introducing yourself as 
Muslim is the simplest path to engage people in a healthy discussion about Islam and 
Muslims. Please recognize that there is a level of commitment you will have to make to 
gain the knowledge and practice to speak effectively. Please also know that you are very 
capable of doing this. 
 

17. A topic rather than a question, how can we provide our kids/ arm them with info to 
respond to ‘Muslim=terrorist’ or ‘your people just kill’. Discuss with them what you have 
learned from this handout. 
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18. I am a firm believer, that people believe what they are fed via media etc. No one wants to 
work a little harder to read up these days, we need an image consultant! What image 
should everyday Muslims be presenting? What conversations should they be starting as 
opposed to being dragged into help with that image? Direct interaction with people as a 
practicing and upright American Muslim is the best anti-dote to the terrible imagery in 
the media about Muslims. They are efforts to improve the media image via positive 
media pieces such as UFP’s movies that you can show at a house party. You can invite 
people to attend Sharing Ramadan events at your mosques that remove the fear of 
dealing with Muslims. 
 

19. I read a comment from someone saying “I have Muslim friends, they really are lovely 
people”. How do we make that mainstream? Maybe we need a YouTube sensation! This 
observation affirms the positive interactions that Americans always have with American 
Muslims. We need to increase the frequency of such interactions. 
 

20. People are always suspicious of those that are not like them because they don’t know 
better (and it’s on both sides!) Especially with 1st generationers who think if they don’t 
lock themselves in with their identity, their Islam and their kids to ‘evil Western ways’. This 
is a very important observation of the thinking of some American Muslims. The only way 
Americans are going to be comfortable with Muslims is when Muslims are open and 
comfortable with their own faith and traditions.  This means seeking out friends, 
neighbors and co-workers, inviting them to your homes and mosques, talking to them 
about Islam and Muslims and making them a part of your lives. It also means that you will 
need to show your appreciation and understanding of their religious and cultural 
traditions. As an example, it means that during the holiday season, you should feel 
comfortable saying Merry Christmas without thinking you have committed a sin in Islam. 
Because the truth is that it is not a sin to say Merry Christmas; rather it is a mark of your 
good character to be happy for your neighbors in their happiness. This will not change 
your belief about who Jesus PBUH (Isa) is although some Muslims make think so 
erroneously. 
 

21. How do you know it’s the right faith when you were born into it? By studying deeply and 
seeking answers to all your questions without fear or reservations. Each human being will 
have questions about who is God (Allah), is He real, are we correct in our belief? This is 
the nature of faith and you should feel comfortable exploring these questions with the 
help of good Muslim scholars or teachers. If a Muslim scholar/teacher makes you feel 
bad about asking these questions, then seek out a Muslim scholar/teacher who does not 
and helps you to find your answers. 
 

22. How can our kids be comfortable with their religion identify and not hide it in school?  
 
Empower them in healthy Muslim environments that emphasize their religious values 
while living those values in the public sphere.  
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Appear in middle school and high school classes as parents to explain Ramadan, Eid and 
Hajj. Your child will see you being proud of your religion and she will follow your 
footsteps.  
 
Create a strong community of Muslim children who learn their values together and live 
and play out their values together.  
 
Encourage them to include their friends from other traditions when they perform service 
projects to show their friends how they live their values. 
 

23. How to communicate what is going on to my 8 year old? By listening to her questions and 
answering them honestly. Ask her first, listen carefully and then answer her questions. 
 

24. How can we as Muslim community counter the negativity in the media about our religion? 
See suggestions in Answer #4 


